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A Novel about Landscape and Childhood, Sanity and Abuse, Truth and Redemption

Paul Brazier

The extracts from the psalms that open each chapter were based, initially, on existing translations,
however I then re-translated by going back to the original Greek translation
of the Hebrew Bible: The Septuagint, from the late 2nd century BC.

Prologue—A Welcoming

Kopte, un 1d Bopd cov Eréyéng e
unde i) Opyii oL TAUSEHONG LE.
PSALM 6 wv. 2

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am weak;
O Lord, heal me, for my very bones are troubled.”
PSALM 6:2

PART ONE THE LAND & THE CHILD

100V Yap €v avopioig cuveANUEONY, Kol &v apoptiong
€kioonoév pe 1 unTnp pov.
PSALM 50 (51) w. 5

Chapter 1

kai Eotnoev avtnyv 1@ loxop gig Tpéctaypa kol @
IoponA d10OMKnv aidviov Aéymv Zol ddcm v Yijv
Xovaov oxoiviopo KANpovopiog Dudv ...
EEaVaTEAL®V YOPTOV TOIG KTHVESLY KOl YAOTV 1
dovleig OV avOpdTmV T0D EEayayelv dpTov €K Thig
Yfic. PSALM 103 (104) vv. 10-11a, &, 14

Chapter 2

100V Yap €v avopioig cuveANUEONY, Kol &v apoptiong
ékioonoév e 1 unTnp pov.
PSALM 50 (51) w. 5

Chapter 3

611 60 KTNOM TOVG VEPPOVG LoV, KOPLE, AvTeAdfov
HOV €K YaoTPOG UNTPOG Hov. EEopoloynoopial cot,
6t poPepdg EBavpactddnV Bavpdcio ta Epya Gov,
Kol 1] Yoyn oL YVAOKEL GQAdpa. 0VK EkpLPTN TO
0GTODV OV GO 60D, 0 £moincoag &v KpLef).

Kol 1) DTOGTAGIS LoV &V TOlG KOTMTATOLS TG YiG.
PSALM 138 (139) vv. 13-15

Chapter 4

...Kol t0 medio cov TAncOncovtal

moTTOoC. ‘TavOncovtal Ta dpoia Thg EPHHOV, Kol
ayoliiaoty oi fovvol Tepldoovtat.

PSALM 64 (65) vv. 12b-13

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my
mother did conceive me.”
PSALM 51:5

“He sends the springs into the valleys, they flow among
the hills. They give drink to every beast of the field . . .
He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and
vegetation for man, that he may bring forth food from
the earth...”

PSALM 104:10-11a & 14

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my
mother did conceive me.”
PSALM 51:5

“O Lord, for you formed my inward parts; you covered
me in my mother’s womb. I will praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made. Marvellous are your
works, and that my soul knows very well. My frame
was not hidden from you, when I was made in secret,
and skilfully created.”

PSALM 139:13-15

“The little hills rejoice on every side. The pastures are
clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered with
grain; they shout for joy! They sing!”

PSALM 65:12b-13
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Chapter 5

Kol @ofnOncovtal ol KaTokoDVTEG Ta TEPOTO U0
TV onueiov cov EEGd0Vg Tpwing Kol E6TEPAG
TEPYELS. EMECKEY® TNV YTV Kal Epébucoag avThy,
€m0Ovvag tod mhovticat anTV: O TOTApOG TOD BE0D
EMMNPOON VdGTOV’ NToipacag TV TPOPNV ATV, GTL
olTeG¢ 1 £Toacio 6ov. TOVG ADANKOG AVTHS
pébvoov, minbuvov Ta yevipato avtiic, &v Taig
oTayocv avtiig depavinceTal avatéAlovoa.

PSALM 64 (65) w. 9a, &, 10-11

PART TWO THE VILLAGE IDIOT

6t g&éhmev €v 6dvvn 1) {on pov Kol ta €N pov &v
otevaypoig Nobévnoey év mtmyeig 1 ioyvg pov, Kol
T 00Ta pov Etapaybnoav.

PSALM 30 (31) w. 11

Chapter 6

‘0O 0gbg, énl ool iAmioa, pr KoToioyvvheiny gig Tov
ai@va. v Tfj dikoocvvny cov pioai pe kol EEeAod e,
KAIvov oG pE TO 0VG GOV Kol GHGOV LE.

PSALM 138 (139) wv. 13-15

Chapter 7

"ExoAn0n t@ £6apet 1 yoyn pov
{fiodv pe xatd TOV AOYOoV Gov.
PSALM 118 (119) wv. 25

Chapter 8

Ot g€éMmey €v 660w 1 Lon pov Kol T £ pov €v
otevaypoig nobévnoey v mrtoyeia 1 ioydg pov, Kol
T 00Ta oL Etapdaybnoav.

PSALM 30 (31) w. 11

PART THREE THROUGH FIRE &

£av avaPd eic TOV o0pavdvy, ol &l EkeT dv KaTopd
€l OV Gonv, Taperkal yap EKEL 1) xelp cov 0dNyNoEt
ue, Kol kaféEet pe 1) 6e&1d cov.

PSALM 138 (139) vv. 8b & 10

“You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it
... You water its ridges abundantly, you settle its
furrows; you soften the earth with showers, you bless
its growth. You crown the year with your goodness,
and our paths are full with your abundance”

PSALM 65: 9a & 10-11

“I am a reproach among all my adversaries, but
especially among my neighbours, and am repulsive to
my acquaintances; those who see me outside flee from
me.” PSALM 31:11

“In You, O Lord, I put my trust, let me never be put to
shame. Deliver me in Your righteousness, and cause
me to escape; incline Your ear to me—and save me!”
PSALM 71:1-2

“My soul clings to the dust! Revive—please!—revive me
according to your word.”
PSALM 119:25

“I am a reproach among all my adversaries, but
especially among my neighbours, and am repulsive to
my acquaintances; those who see me outside flee from
me.” PSALM 31:11

WATER

“..if I make my bed in hell, you are there ... even there
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall
hold me.”

PSALM 139:8b&10
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Chapter 9

dmédov TOV Aadv Gov Evev Tiufic, koi ovk Ny mAfi0og
£V 101G AAAGypooLY aDT@V. £80V NUdG GVELSOG TOIG
Yeltoo UMV, HUKTNPIGUOV Kol KOTayEAMTO TOG
KOKA® Mu@v 00V Nudg elg mapafoArnyv &v Toig
£€0veoty, Kivnow ke@oig v Toig Aaolg. HAnv v
NUEPAV 1 EVIPOTN LOV KATEVAVTIOV LoV £GTLV, KOL M)
aioyOvn 100 TPOGOTOV LoV EKAAVYEY pE

PSALM 43 (44) vv. 13-16

Chapter 10

gav v eic TOV 0Dpavov, ob el SkeT &y KoToPfd
€lg OV dMV, Taper kol yap EKEL 1) xelp cov 0O YNOEL
pe, kol kafé€et pe 1) de&1d cov.

PSALM 138 (139) wv. 8b & 10

Chapter 11

Tapa TAVTAG TOVG £XOpovs Lov £yeviOny dvedog Kol
701G yeitooiv pov ceodpa kal eoPog t1oig yvootoig
pov, ot Bewpodvtéc pe EEw Epuyov dm’ €uod. Ot
gimow ol &xOpol pov £poi xoi ol puAdccsovTeg TV
yuynv pov EPoviedoavto £mi 10 oo Aéyovteg ‘O
0e0g éykotéMmev avTOV-KoTodIOENTE Kol KotoddPete
avtdv, 611 0vK 0TIV O PLOUEVOC.

PSALM 30 (31) w-12 & 70(71) 10-11

Chapter 12

glonyayeg Nudg €ig v mayida, E0ov OAlyelg Enl TOV
vaTov NUAV. énePifacag dvlpdmovg Eml Tog KEPAANS
NU@v, dSMABopev dud Topog kol VéaToC, Kol EENyayeg
NUag gig avayoynyv.

PSALM 65 (66) vv-11-12

Epilogue—A Leave-Taking

36vtog 6oV aVToig cLAAEEOVOLY, voi&avtog 6€ Gov
TV XElpa Td cOUTOVTA TANGOGOVTOL XPNGTHTNTOGC.
ATOGTPEYAVTOG 6€ GOV TO TPOCMTOV TapayOfcovTaL
avtaveAels T0 Tvedua anTtdv, Kol EKAEIYoLoLY Kai gig
TOV YoV aOTdV EMOTPEYOVOLY. EEQTOCTELELS TO
TveD G 6oV, KOl KTIHcoVTOL, Kol AvaKaviels To
Tpodc®TOV TG Y. tm 1 86&a Kupiov gig TOV aidva,
v@povinceTaL KOPLog €mtl T0ig Epyotg oToD.

PSALM 103(104) vv-28-31

End of Text—Concluding Psalm

KkatevfuvonTm 1 TPoCELYT| LoV

¢ Bopiapo Evomnidyv cov,

Enopo1c TV YEP®V pov Buoia Eomepvn.
PSALM 140(141) w-2

“You make us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn
and a derision to those all around us. You make us a
byword among the heathen, they shake their heads at
us in scorn. All day long my disgrace is before me, and
shame has covered my face, because of the words of
those who taunt and revile me, because of the looks
from my adversaries and those who hate me.”

PSALM 44:13-16

“..if I make my bed in hell, you are there ... even there
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall
hold me.”

PSALM 139:8b&10

“I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; I am like
a broken vessel. For my enemies speak against me; and
those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together,
saying, ‘God has forsaken him, pursue and take him!
For there is none to deliver him!””

PSALM 31:12 & 71:10-11

“You brought us into the net. You laid affliction on our
backs. You have caused men to ride over our heads!
We went through fire and through water—but you
brought us out to a rich place: to fulfilment!”

PSALM 66:11-12

“When you give them their needs, they gather! You
open your hand, they are filled with good. You hide
your face, and they are troubled. You take away their
breath: they die!l—and return to their dust. You send
forth your Spirit, they are created. And you renew the
face of the earth. May the glory of the Lord endure
forever, May the Lord rejoice in all His works!”
PSALM 104:28-31

“Let my prayer be set before you as incense, O Lord,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.”
PSALM 141:2
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